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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication, 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 August 2001 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 



2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 8, 9, and 11 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Padiovani (US 6,442,398). 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Padiovani teaches a method and 
apparatus for a mobile access point (fig. 2 box 40, col. 9 lines 
25-29) , adapted for use with a packet-switched communications 
network (fig. 1 box 12B) comprising at least one fixed access 
point (fig. 2 box 54), to provide a mobile wireless user 
terminal (fig. 2 box 48) with access to the network, the mobile 
access point comprising: at least one transceiver, adapted to 
transmit and receive communications signals to and from the 
wireless user terminal (fig. 2 box 40) , and to operate as a 
communications link between the wireless user terminal and the 
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fixed access point, to provide the wireless user terminal with 
access to the network via the communications link; and a 
structure, adapted to house the at least one transceiver, and 
being adapted to mount on or in a mobile vehicle (portable base 
station, col. 9 lines 25-29). 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, a power connection, adapted to 
couple a substantially constant power supply, to provide 
substantially constant power to the transceiver (fig. 3 
amplifiers 64, 80) . 

Regarding claims 4 and 11, the transceiver is further 
adapted to provide a second communications link between the user 
terminal and another user terminal (fig. 3 box 70A~N, col. 9 
lines 49-50) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 



Application/Control Number: 09/920,030 Page 
Art Unit: 2666 

art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made . 

4. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Padiovani as applied to claims 1 and 8 
above, and further in view of Katzela (US 5,872,773). 

Padiovani is silent on the transceiver is further adapted 
to provide a second communications link with another mobile 
access point adapted for use with the network. 

Katzela teaches the transceiver is further adapted to 
provide a second communications link with another mobile access 
point adapted for use with the network (figs. l-15b) . 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having both Padiovani and Katzela before 
him/her and with the teachings [a] as shown by Padiovani, a 
method and apparatus for a mobile access point, adapted for use 
with a packet-switched communications network comprising at 
least one fixed access point, to provide a mobile wireless user 
terminal with access to the network, the mobile access point 
comprising: at least one transceiver, adapted to transmit and 
receive communications signals to and from the wireless user 
terminal, and to operate as a communications link between the 
wireless user terminal and the fixed access point, to provide 
the wireless user terminal with access to the network via the 
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communications link; and a structure, adapted to house the at 
least one transceiver, and being adapted to mount on or in a 
mobile vehicle, and [b] as shown by Katzela, the transceiver is 
further adapted to provide a second communications link with 
another mobile access point adapted for use with the network, to 
be motivated to modify the system of Padiovani by linking a 
plurality of portable base stations between the mobile user and 
the fixed base station. This would improve the system by 
extending the coverage area of the fixed base stations, 

5. Claims 6, 7, 13, and 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as. 
being unpatentable over Padiovani as applied to claims 1 and 8 
above, and further in view of Beason (US 6,373,430), 

Padiovani fails to teach a mobile access point comprising a 
location determiner, as specified in claims 6 and 13; and the 
location determiner includes GPS, as specified in claims 7 and 
14. 

Beason teaches a GPS location determiner for a mobile 
transceiver (fig. 1, col. 2 lines 43-48). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having both Padiovani and Beason before 
him/her and with the teachings [a] as shown by Padiovani, a 
method and apparatus for a mobile access point, adapted for use 
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with a packet-switched communications network comprising at 
least one fixed access point, to provide a mobile wireless user 
terminal with access to the network, the mobile access point 
comprising: at least one transceiver, adapted to transmit and 
receive communications signals to and from the wireless user 
terminal, and to operate as a communications link between the 
wireless user terminal and the fixed access point, to provide 
the wireless user terminal with access to the network via the 
communications link; and a structure, adapted to house the at 
least one transceiver, and being adapted to mount on or in a 
mobile vehicle, and [b] as shown by Beason, a GPS location 
determiner for a mobile transceiver, to be motivated to modify 
the system of Padiovani by incorporating the GPS location 
determiner within the portable base station of Padiovani. This 
would improve the system by providing a means for the portable 
base stations to communicate their positions to the network's 
central controller, i.e. mobile switching center. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 3 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
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independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, nothing in the prior art of the 
record teaches or fairly suggests the vehicle provides a 
substantially constant power supply, in combination with the 
other limitations listed in the claim. 



7. The prior art is of record but not relied upon in the 
office action. Wilson (US 6,141,533) teaches a mobile repeater 
for Internet access. 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ronald 
Abelson whose telephone number is (703) 306-5622. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner^ s supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on (703) 308-5463. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 



Prior art Is of record 



Conclusion 
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are (703) 872-9314 for regular communications * and (703) 872-9314 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 

Ronald ^ Abelson 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2666 

May 2, 2003 ^^ou ^'^C^, 

SEEMA S. RAO ^ \0S 
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TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



